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From the President 


" Alice Brooke McGuire 


Only a short time ago, in the 
role of TON’S Editor, I was wait- 
ing anxiously for the President’s 
message to meet the deadline of 
the October issue. Now it is star- 
tling to realize that 7 am that Presi- 
dent who must slip this copy under 
the wire before I cause the editor 
of School Libraries undue anxiety! 

Let me take this opportunity to 
send greetings to every member of 
AASL and to tell you how much I 
wish that we all might have been 
together at Los Angeles, receiving 
stimulation from the many fine 
meetings. This issue will convey to 
you a few of the highlights of the 
Convention. I trust that you may 
capture some of the enthusiasm ap- 
parent there and prepare to par- 
ticipate in AASL’s 1953-54 ac- 
tivities. 

Many important steps were taken 
in 1952-53 towards welding our 
young organization into a perma- 
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nent, influential and helpful group. 
We want to continue to further 
these developmental steps and pos- 
sibly to initiate a few new ones. 
Here are some of the most signi- 
ficant aspects of the 1953-54 pro- 
gram as I see them: 

Our membership must continue 
to grow!! We are well beyond the 
3,000 mark and the 5,000 goal will 
soon be reacheu if you will help. 
We want this membership to be an 
active one. As you secure new mem- 
bers, please brief them on the im- 
portance of participation in AASL 
affairs. All who wish to help should 
write to either Rachel DeAngelo or 
to me and we shall be more than 
happy to put you to work. 

The state of our committees is 
extremely healthy, — _ excellent 
chairmen, good, representative 
membership, and worthwhile pro- 
grams. 1954 should see many of 
their projects completed and fur- 
ther goals on the horizon. New com- 
mittees are appearing as needed. 
One of the most exciting is the 
recently created Standards Com- 
mittee, chaired by Frances Henne 
and Ruth Ersted. This committee, 
composed of school administrators 
as well as librarians should lay a 
firm base for school library prog- 
ress. 

We plan to strengthen AASL’s 
affiliation with the many fine pro- 
fessional organizations whose re- 
sponsibility is also the education of 
youth. An encouraging step in this 
direction is a recent invitation from 
AASA to plan a joint discussion 
between school administrators and 
librarians for their spring Conven- 
tion in Atlantic City. 

Our publishing program should 
grow also. Articles, books and lists 
of value to the library and educa- 
tional fields are needed. Please do 
not hide your light under a bushel 
but bring to our attention material 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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AASL 1952 - 1953 


A Report of Progress 
Mary Lee Keath, Past President 


In the October, 1952, issue of 
School Libraries Miss Laura 
Martin, then the immediate past 
president of AASL, outlined goals 
for the organization. This issue of 
the publication carries greetings 
from our president, Mrs. Alice 
Brooks McGuire, and they include 
statements concerning the goals 
she sees before us for this year. 
The editorial board has asked me 
to report briefly on AASL in the 
year just past, especially in rela- 
tion to major goals. 

Effective working relationships 
already existing between AASL 
and other organizations whose aims 
are closely allied with ours have 
been strengthened, and new rela- 
tionships have been established. A 
representative sampling of the 
educational groups with which 
AASL has worked during the year 
follows: American Association of 
School Administrators, Annual El- 
ementary Education Conference, 
Association for Childhood Educa- 
tion International, Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum De- 
velopment, Conference of National 
Organizations motivated by the 
National Citizens Commission for 
the Public Schools, Coordinating 
Committee of the American Asso- 
ciation of Colleges for Teacher 
Education, Eighth National Con- 
ference on Citizenship, Miami 
Beach Conference on Teacher Cer- 
tification sponsored by the Na- 
tional Commission on Teacher Edu- 
cation and Professional Standards, 
Second ALA Conference on Intel- 
lectual Freedom, United States As- 
sembly of Youth, and the Univer- 
sity of Chicago Workshop on Core 
Education for Librarianship. 

We have had many opportunities 
to work with the Division of Li- 
braries for Children and Young 
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People toward common goals con- 
cerned with better library service 
for boys and girls. Writing this 
just after the Los Angeles confer- 
ence, I am particularly appreciative 
of their assistance in planning for 
the conference which made it pos- 
sible to avoid major conflicts be- 
tween the meetings of DLCYP and 
its sections and AASL. I am sure 
that AASL members who attended 
the Los Angeles conference join me 
in gratitude that it was possible 
for us to enjoy the rich offerings of 
their group without missing our 
own meetings. 

The editor and board of School 
Libraries have put into the produc- 
tion of our official publication such 
energy, creativeness, and sensitiv- 
ity to the needs of members that 
increasingly we are inspired and 
well informed through reading it. 
It has this year featured new name, 
new format, new ideas. 

The long awaited new promotion 
folder was produced this year, is 
available to help you inform people 
of the values of membership in 
AASL, and is being widely dis- 
tributed. 

Minor triumphs have been the 
acquisition of new equipment and 
furniture at the AASL headquar- 
ters office which has resulted in 
better service to members asking 
for information or other assistance 
and has made possible better com- 
munication with members. 

I wish that each one of you could 
have a fairly complete reporting 
of the service rendered to AASL 
during her first year as executive 
secretary by Mrs. Rachael Wing- 
field DeAngelo, but School Libra- 
ries has not offered me the full 
issue which would be needed to 
tell you about her contributions 
to school library service through 


3 









AASL. She has worked untiringly, 
has given herself to AASL with 
inspiring generosity. In everything 
she has shown the hope that is the 
trustworthy hallmark of wisdom. 
Always her vision has been far 
and wide, deep and high. She has 
seen AASL in what seems to me 
to be good perspective and in rela- 
tionship to other groups. In all 
things, even the smallest, she has 
been big. I can recall no single situ- 
ation pertaining to AASL which 
has been dealt with by her with 
anything but the true tact and 
courtesy which result from genuine 
and deep goodwill and kindness 
and understanding. She has dis- 
played remarkable insight about 
both the needs and powers of other 
people. She has given to each of 
us with whom she has worked re- 
spect and that accurate perception 
of potentialities which enables one 
to “run faster than he can,” to 
serve AASL better. 

In an organization as large as 
AASL ability to communicate with 
cthers both in person and through 
correspondence is a very real asset. 
I have seen Mrs. DeAngelo with 
groups and with individuals, have 
myself ccmmunicated much with 
her, have seen copies of all AASL 
correspcendence she has written. 
Her ability to communicate is truly 
wonderful, the kind that is two- 
wav, the kind that results in a 
feeling of we instead of you and I. 


Mrs. DeAngelo has travel’ed to 
twelve states and the District of 
Columbia. has made twenty-two 
major speeches. It has heen a heavy 
schedule for her especially in her 
first year a3 executive secretary 
but one that has been productive 
of splendid results in many areas 
including membership promotion. 


Always when I think of the year 
in AASL, I think of the progress 
that has been made in membership. 
The devoted efforts of the member- 
ship committee have brought us in 
sight of our goal for the year. The 
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splendid work of many committees 
comes to mind. Surely no one who 
attended the business meeting in 
Los Angeles at which the commit- 
tee chairmen reported left without 
a deep sense of gratitude to all the 
groups contributing. 

One of our major concerns has 
been to learn better ways of work- 
ing through the State Assembly, 
to get through it to the reservoir 
of strength for AASL that is every 
school librarian in every state. The 
advice of the State Assembly has 
proved extremely valuable this 
year, but I think that we have far 
to go before we utilize the real 
strength of this group. It is im- 
portant for each of us to remember 
in working in his own state that 
the State Assembly of AASL can 
be only as strong as the state 
groups make it, that the task of 
giving to the State Assembly a 
responsible and helpful represent- 
ative is the obligation of each state 
group, is literally the job of pro- 
viding for AASL advisors to the 
board of directors. 

Although reports on the excel- 
lent work of individual committees 
cannot be given here, I wish to in- 
clude in this report a statement 
about the local planning committee 
in Los Angeles and other parts of 
California who made the confer- 
ence for us. They worked tirelessly, 
quietly, (I marvel that they stifled 
moans of anguish over all the 
work,) creatively. They gave bright 
new significance to the word, hos- 
pitality. They gave us an inspir- 
ing and a happy conference, a 
really splendid one. 

Working with the board of direc- 
tors and other officers on problems 
concerned with the management of 
AASL, seeing the achievements of 
its committees, profiting from the 
advice of the State Assembly, ob- 
serving the responsible and intel- 
ligent representation to A.L.A. 
Council of our members, receiving 
help from members everywhere in 
response to my request for sugges- 
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tions of people to assume respon- 
sibilities in AASL, corresponding 
with members, talking with you at 
conferences, I have arrived at a 
conviction that AASL is growing 
not only in members but in real 
strength. I am sure this is true be- 
cause I have been increasingly 
aware that AASL’s real leadership 
is in membership as a whole. I am 
sure that Proverbs XI:14 tells us 
only half a truth in assuring us 
that “in the multitude of counsel- 
lors there is safety.” More than 
safety for AASL lies in the think- 
ing and work and advice of all 
AASL members. Vision, creative- 
ness, energy, initiative, integrity, 
wisdom, these and all the other 
qualities needed for an effective 
AASL are among its members, 
abundant and always available for 
carrying on the work of the or- 
ganization. 

I am grateful for having had the 
opportunity to serve as an officer 
of AASL. It has been a humbling 
and inspiring experience because 
I have seen so much of the abil- 
ities and the devoted service of 
other members. It has been an ex- 
perience from which I have learned 
much. It has been a happy year, one 
I have enjoyed. I leave the office 
with a deep sense of debt to the 
many individual members of AASL 
whom I know either personally or 
through their work, and to the 
organization as a whole, a debt 
that I shall try to repay by future 
efforts for AASL. 

And now we have a new AASL 
year and a new AASL president, 
Mrs. Alice Brooks McGuire. The 
new year looks bright indeed when 
I think of having her as our presi- 
dent, for she has as president-elect 
given sound basis for my convic- 
tion that she will be a splendid one. 
She is well known, well liked, highly 
respected in the profession. She 
brings to the presidency great 
charm, a high vision of library 
service to boys and girls, imagina- 
tion and flair, sound judgment, all 
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How Does Our. 
Membership Grow ? 


As of August 1st, we can report 
a total membership of 3,026, an in- 
crease of 191 over the year end 
total in 1952. We have made prog- 
ress, but not enough. A little extra 
effort is needed in the continua- 
tion of our “member for member” 
campaign if we are to reach that 
1953 goal of 5,000. 

The most attractive brochure pre- 
sented at the June Conference in 
Los Angeles should prove of de- 
finite assistance in our fall can- 
vassing. The white and black print 
on the red background which states 
“YOU and 15,000 School Librari- 
ans Have a Stake in AASL” means 
just that, and we should consider 
it a privilege to be allowed to in- 
vite others to join us. 

May we reiterate that only 
through the strength of numbers 
are we going to be able to offer the 
type of national service which we 
need and desire so strongly to fur- 
ther promote and improve school 
library service throughout the 
country. 

Sara Jaffarian, Chairman 
National Membership 
Committee 





these and one more ingredient that 
is truly valuable and rare, common 
sense, no, something a little strong- 
er — my grandmother had a word 
for it, gumption. 

I am sure that it will be for Mrs. 
McGuire and for all of us in AASL 
a good year, one which will bring 
to each of us the best that any 
year can bring professionally, op- 
portunity to work with sincerity 
and devotion for ever better library 
service to the boys and girls in 
America’s schools. 
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SUMMARY OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ 
MEETINGS' 


Rachael W. DeAngelo, Executive Secretary 


Three meetings of the AASL 
Board of Directors were held dur- 
ing the Annual Conference in Los 
Angeles, June 21-27, 1953. The fol- 
lowing action was taken at the first 
meeting on June 21 at the Biltmore 
Hotel. 

The Board confirmed the corres- 
pondence vote of March 12, 1953 
which approved the appointment 
by the president of Miss Margaret 
Oliver to the Board of Directors to 
represent Region 5. 

The President and the Executive 
Secretary were authorized to name 
the Resolutions Committee for the 
Los Angeles Conference, and the 
following were appointed: Mrs. 
Gladys MacDowell, Crystal Mc- 
Nally, and Myrtle N. Dunlap, 
Chairman. 

Acting at the request of Mr. 
Clift, ALA Executive Secretary, 
the Board considered the offer of 
the Grolier Society to ALA to estab- 
lish an Annual Award to an in- 
dividual librarian “working in a 
community or school who has made 
an unusual contribution to the stim- 
ulation and guidance of reading 
by children and young people. The 
Award would consist of an appro- 
priate scroll or plaque plus a check 
in the amount of $500.” It was 

VOTED, That AASL express 
appreciation to the Grolier So- 
ciety for the offer of an award, 
and recommend to the ALA 

Executive Board that the offer 

of the Grolier Society be ac- 

cepted, and that a special com- 
mittee consisting of represent- 


atives from AASL, DLCYP, and 

the ALA Awards Committee be 

set up to administer the Award 
the first year. 

It was agreed by the Board that 
the condensed statement of policy 
regarding travel by the president 
and executive secretary as pre- 
sented at Midwinter by Laura Mar- 
tin, Chairman of the Travel Com- 
mittee, should be published in 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES, together 
with the factors which enter into 
the decision on an invitation, and 
that these statements serve as 
guiding principles. (See page 22.) 

At the second meeting of the 
AASL Board of Directors with 
Councilors, Committee Chairmen, 
and State Assembly, the Board 
agreed that AASL participate in 
the 1954 Convention of the Amer- 
ican Association of School Admin- 
istrators to the same extent as this 
year, but that no additional exhibit 
space be considered in view of the 
minimum extra cost of $225.00 to 
AASL. 

A quotation of approximately 
$1,000 was received for the pro- 
posed printing of 25,000 copies of 
the Elementary School Libraries 
Brochure. The Board authorized 
further investigation into printing 
costs and asked Lois Fannin, Chair- 
man of the Elementary School Li- 
braries Committee, to look into the 
cost of printing the brochure in 
California. 

Invitations received by the Ex- 
ecutive Secretary were presented, 
and it was 


1Summary of action taken by the AASL Board of Directors at the Los Angeles Confer- 

ence is printed here in accordance with Article V, Section 4 of the Constitution. Full 
minutes of the AASL Board of Directors and Business Meetings are sent to all members 
of the State Assembly. Copies are on file at AASL Headquarters where they may be 
consulted. Copies are also available for distribution to any member of the Association 
who asks to be put on the mailing list to receive them. 
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VOTED, That the AASL Ex- 
ecutive Secretary accept invita- 
tions from ten groups to speak. 
(See Travel Schedule of Execu- 
tive Secretary, page 22.) 

VOTED, That the president 
and executive secretary make the 
decision on the invitation to the 
Ninth Annual Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania School Librarians Confer- 
ence, Kutztown, Pennsylvania, 
April 2-3, 1954, when additional 
information is received on the 
amount of the expenses to be 
paid by the group issuing the 
invitation. 

After the report of the Publica- 
tions Committee on its study of the 
revision of the ALA basic book 
lists, it was 

VOTED, That the Publications 
Committee make an investiga- 
tion as to the nature of the use 
of the basic book lists and the 
adequacy of their revision on the 
present five year plan. It was 
further recommended that work 
be started first on revision of the 
Basic Book Collection for Junior 
High Schools. 

The matter of continuing mem- 
bership in AASL was brought up, 
and it was 

VOTED, That those persons 
who belong to AASL at the time 
they become continuing mem- 
bers in ALA shall be issued an 
invitation to become continuing 
members of the Division. 

The Board discussed the meeting 
of the Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development in 
Los Angeles in 1954, and agreed 
that it is important for school li- 
brarians to participate actively as 
members of the group. The ex- 
ecutive secretary was authorized to 
arrange with Mr. Denemark for a 
time when the school librarians 
might meet without conflicting with 
the ASCD program in which they 
would be sharing. 

At the third session of the Board 
of Directors on June 26 in the 
Statler Hotel Mrs. Lucile Raley, 
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Treasurer, presented the prelimi- 
nary and tentative budget for 1953- 
54, which totaled $19,771.00. The 
cash balance for May 31, 1953 was 
$6,039.49. The preliminary and 
tentative budget for 1953-54 was 
accepted as presented. 

Action was taken on three mat- 
ters affecting the executive secre- 
tary as follows: it was 

VOTED, That the AASL Board 
of Directors recommend to Mr. 
Clift that the classification of 
the position of the AASL Ex- 
ecutive Secretary be raised from 
G12 to G13. 

VOTED, That the AASL Board 
of Directors recommend to Mr. 
Clift that Mrs. DeAngelo, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, receive an ex- 
tra two weeks vacation because 
of the very heavy load of work 
this first year necessitating ex- 
tensive overtime. 

VOTED, That Mrs. DeAngelo 
should submit a bill for round 
trip fare to New York in Novem- 
ber 1952, at which time she at- 
tended the Two Year Anniver- 
sary Conference on Children and 
Youth at Hotel Statler, New 
York City, November 30 — De- 
cember 1-2. 

The status of the present State 
Assembly member on the Budget 
Committee was reviewed, and it 
was 

VOTED, That Margaret 
Rehring remain a member of the 
Budget Committee until the 
AASL : Constitution Committee 
determines her tenure. 

Mrs. Dilla W. MacBean, AASL 
representative on the ALA Divi- 
sional Relations Committee, re- 
ported on the first meeting of that 
Committee in Los Angeles on June 
24. Her report was accepted with 
appreciation. 

Action was taken on two mat- 
ters pertaining to SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIES as follows: 

VOTED, That AASL approve 
the expenditure of $50.00 beyond 
the appropriation for SCHOOL 
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LIBRARIES to provide for 
printing 4,000 copies of the July 
1953 issue. 

VOTED, That Mrs. DeAngelo 
secure the information neces- 
sary to obtain a second class 
mailing permit for SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES. 

Sue Hefley presented to the 
Board the final report of the School 
Libraries Discussion Group at the 
Second Conference on Intellectual 
Freedom held at Whittier College, 
June 20-21. As Chairman of the 
group, she submitted the report to 
the Board with the suggestion that 
its expression of ideas be consid- 
ered in the preparation of any 
statement which might later be de- 
veloped on selection of books and 
other materials for school use in 
defense of liberty in a Democracy. 
It was 

VOTED, That a committee be 
appointed to consider the advis- 
ability of preparing a statement 
on book selection in defense of 
liberty in schools of a Democ- 
racy, and in considering this 
problem to make use of the ex- 
cellent statement prepared at 
the Conference on Intellectual 
Freedom. Furthermore, that 
this committee make recommen- 
dations as to what further ac- 
tion AASL should take in this 
matter. 

The Board appointed the follow- 
ing members to the 1953-54 AASL 
Nominating Committee, and au- 
thorized the executive secretary to 
extend the invitations to serve: 
Helen Cashman, Florence Foltz, 
Mary Love, Jean Lowrie, and Alice 
Lohrer, Chairman. 

Two requests for financial assist- 
ance were received, and it was 

VOTED, That AASL contri- 


Mrs. Grace §S. Dunkley, Chairman, Librarian, 
Roosevelt High School, Compton, California; Ele- 
nora C. Alexander, Supervisor of Library Services, 
Houston Publie Schools, Houston, Texas; Blanche 
Janecek, Librarian, Upper School, University of 
Chicago, Chicago, Ill. ; Helen C. Sill, School Library 
Laboratory, Teachers College Library, Columbia 
University, New York; Mrs. Sara Krentzman 
Srygley, Library School, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 
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bute 10 cents per member toward 

the subsidy for printing Who’s 

Who in Library Service; 3rd edi- 

tion, and that the 1953-54 AASL 

Budget be revised to include this 

item. 

VOTED, That Mr. Weins be 
authorized to run the AASL 
mailing list for the United Na- 
tions International Children’s 
Emergency Fund at the same 
rate it is run for the use of 
AASL. 

The list is to be used in promot- 
ing the sale of UNICEF greeting 
cards to raise funds to assist chil- 
dren throughout the world. 

The Board authorized the crea- 
tion of three new committees as 
follows : Committee on Committees, 
Committee on International Rela- 
tions, and a Recruitment Commit- 
tee. Other committees were con- 
sidered, and the following action 
was taken in regard to them: 

VOTED, That the establish- 
ment and functions of the pro- 
posed Materials Evaluation and 
Bibliography Committee and 
Standards Committee be referred 
to the newly created Committee 
on Committees. 

VOTED, That the question of 
a Committee on Student Assist- 
ants be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Committees, with a re- 
quest that said Committee rec- 
ommend whether the functions 
of a Committee on Student As- 
sistants might be combined with 
the Recruitment Committee. 





The Ohio Association of School 
Librarians wants to exchange pub- 
lications with other state school 
library associations. Editors are 
requested to send copies of their 
state publications to Leah M. 
Schueren, De Vilbiss High School 
Library, Toledo 13, Ohio. She will 
in turn place cooperating editors 
on the mailing list for the OASL 
News Bulletin. 
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SUMMARY OF THE BUSINESS MEETING, 


JUNE 23 1953’ 


Rachael W. DeAngelo, Executive Secretary 


Julia Bennett, Director of the 
ALA Washington Office, reported 
on important federal legislation of 
interest to school librarians as fol- 
lows: Senate Res. 30 passed mak- 
ing available 5 x 7 feet U. S. wall 
maps; Library Service Bill, $1368 
still in committee; Audio-Visual 
Postal Rate Bill, S971 passed the 
Senate and scheduled for a vote 
on the House floor July 6. 

Mrs. Augusta Baker, Children’s 
Librarian, Countee Cullen Branch, 
New York Public Library, was pre- 
sented as the first recipient of the 
new E. P. Dutton-John Macrae 
Award for Advanced Study in the 
field of Library Work with Chil- 
dren and Young People. 


President Keath presented her 
report to the membership, keynot- 
ing trends observed in the Associa- 
tion during the year and major 
achievements (see page 3). 

Mrs. Lucile Raley, Treasurer and 
Chairman of the Budget Commit- 
tee, read her report which was ac- 
cepted as presented. 

Thirty-five members, represent- 
ing 32 states, Canada and Hawaii, 
responded to the roll call of State 
Assembly Members. Reports were 
heard from those members who did 
not have an opportunity to report 
at the State Assembly Breakfast. 
Inspiring accounts were given of 
school library activities within the 
individual states, showing the sig- 
nificant trends in school library 
progress throughout the country. 

In the absence of Beatrice Smith, 
Chairman of the Elections Com- 
mittee. Mary Baker reported that 
the following officers and councilors 


See footnote Page 6 
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had been elected :2 

Vice-President and President- 
Elect: Nancy Jane Day. 

Board of Directors: 
Region 1: Dorothy Annable. 
Region 4: Gertrude R. James. 
Region 7: Eleanor E. Ahlers. 
Region 8: E. Ben Evans. 
ALA Councilors: 
Lena Y. deGrummond. 
Carrie C. Robinson. 
Lyle E. Evans. 


The following committee reports 
were presented and received with 
interest and appreciation: 

AUDIO-VISUAL COMMITTEE. 
Ira J. Peskind, Chairman, reported 
on a survey of state school library 
associations made this year to dis- 
cover the extent of audio-visual 
activity in the meetings of these 
associations. A study has also been 
completed on the types of audio- 
visual information collected by 
state school library supervisors on 
state school library reports. The 
Committee actively participated in 
promoting the passage of the Au- 
dio-Visual Postage Rate Bill, S971. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIES COMMITTEE. Lois 
Fannin, Chairman, reported prog- 
ress on the joint project with the 
Statistics Committee to gather sta- 
tistics on the elementary laboratory 
school libraries. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE. 
The Chairman, Sara Jaffarian, an- 
nounced that state chairmen are 
busy compiling an accurate listing 
of all school librarians in the re- 
spective states, and arranging for 
AASL promotion activities at all 


2Complete list of officers with their positions 
appears on the inside of the back cover. 
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professional meetings. The new 
promotion folder will be distrib- 
uted on a wide scale this fall. The 
membership as of June 1, 1953 is 
2,549, only 286 less than the total 
membership as of December 31, 
1952. Of the 2,549 members as of 
now, 644 are new this year. 


PLANNING SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RY QUARTERS. Raymond G. 
Erbes, Jr., Chairman, reported on 
the questionnaire sent to state and 
county school library supervisors 
to secure pictures, blueprints, floor 
plans and other data on new and 
remodeled school libraries which 
are examples of good planning. The 
information gathered by the Com- 
mittee has been transferred to a 
card file and deposited at AASL 
headquarters. The pictures, blue- 
prints, and floor plans are avail- 
able for loan from the Headquar- 
ters Library. 


PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE. Carrie Robinson, 
reporting for Fannie Schmitt, 
Chairman, outlined the objectives 
of the Committee and the tech- 
niques used by the Committee 
August 1950—June 1953 to achieve 
the objectives. Suggestions for next 
steps proposed by the Committee 
included the organization of an in- 
formation service on available con- 
sultative services in each state on 
various aspects of school library 
service; the follow up of contacts 
with editors of non-library profes- 
sional journals, and the compila- 
tion of a list of AASL members 
able and willing to write for such 
journals. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES. Sybil 
Baird, Chairman, Editor, presented 
a carefully worked out statement of 
policies for SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
which covered the purposes of the 
official publication, frequency of 
publication (the 15th of October, 
December, March and May) dead- 
lines, (6 weeks before publication 
date) format, content, special is- 
sues, style, editorial board, sub- 
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scription and gift and exchange 
copies. 

STATISTICS COMMITTEE. In 
the absence of Mary Louise Mann, 
Chairman, Mildred Nickel read a 
report of the Statistics Committee. 
The committee has agreed to as- 
sist the Elementary School Libra- 
ries Committee in obtaining sta- 
tistics on elementary laboratory 
school libraries in teacher-training 
institutions, and plans to work on 
the project during the ensuing 
year. AASL members are urged 
to send to the Statistics Committee 
copies of statistical studies made, 
and samples of statistical report 
forms used. 


TECHNICAL PROCESSES. 
Mrs. Effie LaPlante, Chairman, re- 
ported on the nation-wide survey 
on Dewey Decimal Limitation made 
by the Committee this spring. The 
survey revealed that a classification 
limitation of either one- or two- 
decimals was preferred on eleven 
sample classification subject areas. 
The survey covered 48 states. Mrs. 
LaPlante also cited thirty-four ex- 
amples of technical terminology 
used for subject headings which 
are familiar only to specialists in 
particular areas and eight examples 
of cumbersome form divisions used 
under subjects. 


JOINT PUBLISHERS LIAISON 
COMMITTEE. The Executive Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Rachael DeAngelo, 
read a report on this Committee 
prepared by Mrs. Elizabeth S. Mc- 
Clenahan, one of the three AASL 
representatives on the Joint Com- 
mittee. Thirty states now receive 
the traveling exhibits. This year 
2,200 copies of a questionnaire on 
books for young people were sent 
to school and young people’s libra- 
rians and city and county school 
library supervisors in thirty states. 
Next year a questionnaire on chil- 
dren’s books will be sent out, and 
it has been suggested that the Com- 
mittee conduct a study on cloth 
binding versus imitation cloth. 
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North and South - East and West 
State Assembly Members Report 


Summerized by 


Rachel W. DeAngelo 


ALABAMA. Our regular fall work 
conferences were held at Troy 
State Teachers’ College and Flor- 
ence State Teachers’ College. Miss 
Nora Beust was our consultant, 
giving us much inspiration and 
help in developing the conference 
theme, Books Are Basic. Problems 
for study during the conferences 
were, as usual, based upon sugges- 
tions sent in by the librarians over 
the state, and included: Books for 
mature adolescent readers; Books 
for reluctant readers; Books to 
help develop international under- 
standing; Books to help boys and 
girls to understand themselves and 
their world. A good display of 
books and scheduled blocks of time 
for examining them was a feature 
of the conference program which 
the group felt was especially help- 
ful and enjoyable. A new program 
in education for librarianship was 
instituted at Florence State Teach- 
ers College in the spring. The pro- 
gram provides an undergraduate 
minor of eighteen semester hours. 
Miss Fannie Schmitt, former 
School Libraries Consultant in the 
Alabama State Department of Edu- 
cation, is the chairman of this new 
Department of Library Science. 
The new president of the Depart- 
ment of School Libraries of the 
Alabama Education Association is 
Mrs. Taska Tyson, librarian of the 
Kate Douglas Smith School, at 
Grant, Alabama. The program of 
our luncheon meeting at the an- 
nual meeting in the spring was on 
student assistants. Miss Esther 
Burrin, School Library Supervisor 
for the state of Indiana, was our 
speaker. 


ARIZONA. Two significant meet- 
ings for school librarians were re- 
ported by Marguerite Pasquale, 
Chairman, Children and Young 
People’s Division of the State Li- 
brary Association. At the Annual 
Education Association Convention, 
a panel consisting of an adminis- 
trator, three teachers, and a libra- 
rian discussed the subject “How 
Can the School Library Help You.” 
A bibliography of Southwestern 
folklore was prepared for distri- 
bution to school librarians at the 
State Library Association Conven- 
tion which featured a program on 
“Folklore on the Southwest for the 
School Library.” A Committee is 
at work on the Annual State Li- 
brary Book List Guide to be pub- 
lished by the State Department of 
Instruction. The Guide is in four 
parts: elementary books, high 
school books, books on Arizona, and 
reference books. 

*CALIFORNIA. The School Li- 
brary Association of California is 
now in its eighteenth year with a 
membership of 500. In 1953, the 
Northern and Southern Sections 
formed the State Association with 
State officers to act as a liaison 
between the two Sections. The Cali- 
fornia Library Association is ask- 
ing the legislature to provide for 
a survey of public library service 
in California. In addition, a resolu- 
tion was passed by the CLA and 
endorsed by the School Library As- 
sociation to ask the State Depart- 
ment of Education to conduct a 
similar survey in the schools. The 
SLAC publishes a quarterly Bul- 
letin. The January 1953 issue car- 
ried a tentative statement of stand- 


*Written report not submitted at the Los Angeles meeting. The summary included was 
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ards for California libraries. This 
statement is the result of a study 
which has been in process for two 
years. Through the years, accord- 
ing to Marjorie Schramling, Presi- 
dent, the Association has made a 
continuous effort to obtain a li- 
brary consultant for the State De- 
partment of Education. 


COLORADO. Five encouraging 
developments were outlined by Jes- 
sie Cadle, State Chairman, School 
Library Section, Colorado Educa- 
tion Association: (1) Elementary 
school libraries, particularly in 
larger cities, are increasing (2) 
The functions of elementary school 
libraries are expanding (3) Large 
sums of money are being allocated 
for books and other library ma- 
terials (4) Higher personnel quali- 
fications are being demanded (5) 
Schools of librarianship have been 
asked to meet the standards of 
accreditation by ALA. School li- 
brarians at the last meeting of 
the Colorado Library Association 
made two important recommenda- 
tions to be acted on later: (1) That 
a teacher training program for li- 
brarians be set up (2) That the 
position of state library supervisor 
be created. 


CONNECTICUT. A spring meet- 
ing in the form of a week-end 
workshop and house party at a 
small inn on the Shore of Long 
Island Sound was described by 
Mary Baker, substituting for 
Marylyn Davis, President of the 
Connecticut School Library Asso- 
ciation. Talent within the group 
provided the leadership. The School 
Library Association has endorsed 
the State’s new Regional Library 
Bill and is cooperating with the 
State Library Association in urg- 
ing its passage. CSLA has spon- 
sored two state meetings of the 
high school student assistant group, 
the Nutmeg 020 Club. 


DELAWARE. Mary Ridings ably 
represented Dortha Cannon and 
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summarized outstanding develop- 
ments in her state. An extensive 
building program is underway, 
with many new and remodeled 
school libraries completed. Wil- 
mington alone boasts four new 
elementary school libraries, one 
remodeled and enlarged elementary 
and junior high library, and nine- 
teen fully trained school librarians. 
The Bill for a state school library 
supervisor was defeated this year 
by a small margin due to necessary 
retrenchment and will be brought 
up again at the next session of 
the legislature. A significant re- 
cruitment program was held in 
Wilmington, April 25 when 47 
high school students with their li- 
brarians from seven high schools 
visited a high school library, ele- 
mentary school library, public li- 
brary, special library, and a uni- 
versity library and heard a dis- 
cussion of the work in each type 
of library. Some real help for re- 
cruitment efforts was urged from 
ALA. 


*FLORIDA. The Florida Associa- 
tion of School Librarians with 
about 100 members is particularly 
concerned that elementary libraries 
be given equal status with secon- 
dary libraries. The Association has 
active committees working on or- 
ganization of student library as- 
sistants, specifications and require- 
ments for good library quarters, 
development of elementary libra- 
ries, junior college libraries, etc. 
Five developments worthy of note 
are: (1) A bibliography on plan- 
ning school library quarters has 
been completed and is used by 
librarians who are working closely 
with architects on the State Build- 
ing Program made possible by an 
amendment providing funds (2) 
The President of the Florida Asso- 
ciation of School Librarians is a 
member of a Commission set up 
by the State Department of Educa- 
tion to study instructional ma- 
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terials of all types (3) The Audio- 
Visual Section of the Florida Edu- 
cation Association and the FASL 
have joint board meetings which 
have done much to eliminate mis- 
understanding and to avoid dupli- 
cation of effort (4) A survey has 
been made of the status of Florida 
elementary libraries and articles 
on the subject have appeared in 
educational journals (5) The Com- 
mittee on Student Library Assist- 
ants works with the School of Li- 
brary Training and Service at 
Florida State University and the 
State Department of Education in 
helping the state organization of 
assistants, The Florida High School 
Library Council. “School people of 
Florida feel that this organization 
does more to encourage high school 
students to enter the library field 
than does any other effort,” says 
Audrey Newman, Past President 
of the FASL. 

The Florida State Library As- 
sociation, according to Mrs. Gladys 
P. Anderson, President, reports 
similar progress in school libra- 
ries attributed to the Southern As- 
sociation of Secondary Schools and 
Colleges, the State Library Asso- 
ciation, State Teachers Associa- 
tion, the State Department Consul- 
tant in Instructional Materials, and 
the allocated $1.00 per pupil in 
grades one through twelve, plus 
.50 per pupil for audio-visual ma- 
terials. Through the initiative of 
principals and librarians with the 
cooperation of the superintendent 
school library services in some 
areas have been extended to the 
community. The work of the As- 
sociation will be implemented at 
a two day work conference for 
librarians and _ teacher-librarians 
this fall at Bethune-Cookman 
College. 

*GEORGIA. A State Building Au- 
thority has been established to ad- 
minister approximately $15,000,- 
000.00 per year for twenty years 
to build schools. This money can- 
not be used for anything but class- 
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rooms, libraries, cafeterias, and 
necessary administrative offices. 
Thus all new Georgia schools with 
seven or more classrooms will have 
a library room with work space and 
necessary built in features. Dur- 
ing the past year, nine 114 day 
meetings for school librarians were 
held in various parts of the state 
where the discussions centered 
around better use of school libra- 
ries and library materials. These 
meetings were followed by a series 
of one day meetings to which ad- 
ministrators and teachers were in- 
vited to discuss problems on which 
the librarian needed the help of 
the administrator. Early last fall 
two day meetings on book selection 
were held in all parts of the state. 
The state demonstration bookmo- 
bile containing all the books on the 
state approved list was carried to 
each meeting. 


IDAHO. Miss Martha Guenther, 
Idaho State College Library, has 
done pioneer work not only in 
school libraries but in the profes- 
sion as a whole in her state. Three 
regional meetings of the State Li- 
brary Association were held this 
spring with a total attendance of 
134 persons, most of whom were 
school librarians. This spring a 
school librarian was elected vice 
president and president-elect of 
the State Association. In 1950, 
through the efforts of Miss Guen- 
ther, a county organization of 
school librarians was formed in 
Boise and last fall another group 
was organized in Southeastern 
Idaho, with Mildred Hilswick as 
Chairman. The January issue of 
the Idaho Librarian was a special 
“school libraries” issue edited by 
Miss Hilswick. The past winter the 
State Legislature modified the state 
library law to require the Governor 
to appoint a library commission of 
persons with time and interest to 
devote to library development to 
supplant a commission consisting 
entirely of ex-officio members. 
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ILLINOIS. The Illinois Associa- 
tion of School Librarians, accord- 
ing to Myrtle Ellis, President, has 
a membership of 525. More than 
half of the total membership at- 
tended the annual three day con- 
ference this spring. Throughout the 
meeting, consultants were on duty 
to help inexperienced librarians 
with their problems. Outstanding 
speakers and librarians who par- 
ticipated in the panel and group 
discussions contributed to the suc- 
cess of the conference. The censor- 
ship of materials in school libraries 
was considered in one of the most 
successful discussion groups, and 
as a result the Association pre- 
pared a tentative statement on the 
subject to be used at the Second 
ALA Conference on Intellectual 
Freedom, Whittier College, June 
20-21. The Illinois Curriculum Pro- 
gram has gained national recogni- 
tion and IASL is actively support- 
ing the library program of I.C.P. 
The Association has its own publi- 
cation, News For You. 


INDIANA. On April 3, 1953, the 
ALA Board of Education for Li- 
brarianship accredited the School 
of Library Science, Indiana Uni- 
versity, Bloomington. The Indiana 
Association of School Librarians 
administers the Hannah Mary 
Horner Memorial Scholarship of 
$100.00 yearly available to Indiana 
high school graduates for library 
science training in college. The 
scholarship may be renewed if the 
recipient maintains a B average. 
Under the auspices of ISLA, the 
Hoosier Student Librarians Asso- 
ciation was organized three years 
ago and has since grown in inter- 
est and membership. Two librari- 
ans from the state organization 
sponsor the student association. 
Regional meetings are held as well 
as the annual state meeting. The 
student association contributes a 
feature of the program at the 
Library Science Sections of the 
State Teachers Association meet- 
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ing in five centers. According to 
Mrs. Edna LaFollette, reporting 
for President Leonard W. Smith, 
ISLA has about 250 members and 
a membership goal of 400. The 
spring conference of the Associa- 
tion is to be held at Indiana Uni- 
versity, Bloomington, April 9-10, 
1954. 


*IOWA. The Iowa Association of 
School Librarians is a section of 
the Iowa Education Association, 
and holds its annual meeting when 
the State Education Association 
meets. For two consecutive years, 
the Association has placed an out- 
standing librarian on the program 
of some subject group. The IASL 
Constitution is being revised bring- 
ing it in line with the AASL Con- 
stitution. The Chairman of the 
Committee on elementary school 
libraries has produced in collabo- 
ration with the Audio-Visual Co- 
ordinator in her city a series of 
100 slides in color which show typ- 
ical activities in elementary school 
libraries. The series was planned 
for use in the orientation of new 
teachers and for interpreting to 
PTA’s and the general public the 
significance of the library in the 
school. Myrtle Dunlap, President, 
reports little progress in the cam- 
paign to secure a state school li- 
brary supervisor although the need 
is widely recognized. Great con- 
cern is also felt concerning the 
new school buildings being con- 
structed without provisions for a 
library. 


KANSAS. Margaret Oliver, re- 
ported for Ruth Hanson, President, 
that the membership in the Kansas 
Association of School Librarians 
has grown from 199 to 289. A 
mimeographed Newsletter is is- 
sued three times a year, and a 
membership directory has_ been 
published. For the first time, two 
school librarians have been placed 
on the State Reading Circle. The 
Association sponsored a two week 
workshop with the Kansas State 
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Teachers College, Emporia. About 
60 librarians, teacher-librarians, 
and administrators were enrolled. 


KENTUCKY. The Kentucky As- 
sociation of School Librarians 
meeting in connection with the 
Kentucky Education Association, 
April 15-17, 1953 heard Herbert 
Zim on “Books, Science, and Chil- 
dren.” Louise Galloway, State 
School Library Supervisor, gave a 
resume of library service in the 
Philippines, where she spent six 
months making a survey of school 
libraries at the invitation of the 
Department of State. Carolyn 
Whitenack, President, reported 
that a workshop is planned for 
KASL meeting with the Kentucky 
Library Association this fall, and 
the areas for discussion are: im- 
proving the teaching of library les- 
sons, criteria for book selection and 
new books, and school library 
finance. 

James O’Rourke is Chairman of 
the School Library Section of the 
Kentucky Negro Education Asso- 
ciation which held a spring work- 
shop on “Improving Human Re- 
lationships Through Education,” 
with the sub-topic Africa. Student 
library assistants presented a skit 
showing books in the various sub- 
ject areas on Africa, and a film on 
Liberia was shown. Sixty-five stu- 
dents from thirteen schools gath- 
ered on May Day in the library 
wing of the recently completed four 
million dollar Central High School 
of Louisville for Negroes to par- 
ticipate in a workshop on prepara- 
tion of a student library assistants 
manual. An examination was con- 
ducted to determine winners of 
three work scholarships given by 
Kentucky State College. A tea given 
by the host group of student as- 
sistants in the garden of the school 
closed the session. 


LOUISIANA. Mrs. Lena Y. de- 
Grummond, reporting for Mrs. Lu- 
cile Daughdril, President, said that 
the emphasis of the Louisiana As- 
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sociation of School Librarians has 
been on strengthening the Teen- 
Age Librarians Association, the 
state organization of student li- 
brarians, which now has 529 paid 
members. Regional meetings are 
held in state colleges. Sixty-nine 
prospective librarians attended the 
1953 Leadership Conferences spon- 
sored by Louisiana State Univer- 
sity. The LASL is compiling the 
results of a questionnaire on favor- 
ite books reported by high school 
students. The association is also 
compiling a bibliography on Louisi- 
ana materials and will cooperate 
in the workshop on Louisiana ma- 
terials sponsored jointly by the 
Louisiana Department of Educa- 
tion and Louisiana State Univer- 
sity Library School. 
MICHIGAN. The Michigan Asso- 
ciation of School Librarians, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Eunice Giambrone, 
President, has emphasized during 
the past year working with school 
administrators. At the fall meeting, 
Dr. Frances Henne spoke on “New 
Directions for School Libraries.” 
She served as moderator of a 
panel composed of superintendents 
and school board members. A sec- 
ond meeting considered “The Ade- 
quacy of Training in Michigan for 
School Librarians and the Efficacy 
of Teacher Education in the Use 
of the Library.” Every library 
training institution in the state 
was represented. Clair Taylor, 
State Superintendent of Public In- 
struction, was moderator of the 
panel. A new committee is at work 
on elementary library standards 
for Michigan. The association pub- 
lishes an attractive quarterly, For- 
ward With The Michigan Associa- 
tion of School Librarians. 
MINNESOTA. Margaret Hobart, 
resident, explained that the Min- 
nesota Association of School Li- 
brarians meets as a part of the 
State Education Association — one 
year as a state wide group and the 
alternate year in eight divisions 
throughout the state. On the morn- 
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ing of the day set aside for section 
meetings at the state wide meeting 
this year, school librarians visited 
other sections, as prearranged with 
the chairmen, to discover what li- 
brarians might do for subject 
teachers and what subject teachers 
wanted or expected of the libra- 
rian. In the afternoon, the chair- 
men of curriculum revision com- 
mittees in three subject fields 
explained how librarians could co- 
operate in promoting the new cur- 
riculum. At a Workshop, Septem- 
ber 18-20, one hundred librarians 
are expected to discuss specific 
ways in which they can implement 
the ideas contained in the new 
curriculum. 

NEBRASKA. The state has three 
city school library supervisors, one 
at North Platte, Kearney, and 
Omaha. All teacher training insti- 
tutions now have courses in library 
science; the University of Omaha 
has a new library course and will 
award certificates. The School Li- 
brarians Section of the Nebraska 
Library Association has completed 
a directory of school librarians 
which will be kept up-to-date and 
serve as a mailing list within the 
state. School librarians will furnish 
copy for the fall issue of the Ne- 
braska Public Library Commission 
Newsletter. Each district meeting 
of the State Education Association 
will have a school library section. 
Representatives from each section 
will attend the Nebraska Library 
Association meeting this fall to 
hear an expert on children’s litera- 
ture and report back to their sec- 
tion meeting the following week. 
Inez Sherman reported for Helen 
Oeschger, Chairman, who was un- 
able to be present because of the 
building program in Omaha. Six 
new buildings are under construc- 
tion and three more in the plan- 
ning stages — all with libraries. 
NEVADA. The state has 96 one 
teacher schools, including 20 high 
schools. The minimum library al- 
lotment is $5.00 per teacher. There 
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are only two full time school li- 
brarians in the state; the others 
have little or no training. The Ne- 
vada Library Association organ- 
ized in 1946 has about 60 members, 
a number of these being interested 
laymen. NRA is working to 
strengthen the state library which 
is expanding its services to schools 
by distributing book lists, lending 
school library tools, and sending 
around the state an exhibit of 400 
books. School librarians will have 
three or four hours at the fall 
teachers institute to display and 
demonstrate the use of the most 
common library tools such as the 
Children’s Catalog and Teacher 
Librarians’ Handbook, ete. A bib- 
liography of Nevada and Western 
materials will be ready for distri- 
bution at that time. Fallon, Nevada 
has sponsored successfully on sev- 
eral occasions a combined hobby 
show and book fair. The great need 
as pointed out by Alene DeRuff, 
State Assembly member, is to con- 
vince school administrators of the 
contribution of library books to the 
school program, and to encourage 
teachers to become better ac- 
quainted with children’s books 
and to use them to enrich their 
teaching. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. Fourteen of 
the 20 to 25 eligible members in 
the state attended the annual busi- 
ness meeting of the School Libra- 
rians Section of the N. H. State 
Teachers Association in Manches- 
ter, October 18, 1952. At the spring 
meeting, the school librarians 
joined the social studies teachers 
for the program, but had their own 
luncheon. Seven New Hampshire 
school librarians attended the 
spring meeting of the New Eng- 
land School Library Association in 
Portland, Maine. Elizabeth Good- 
win, reporting for the chairman, 
Marion L. Goodwin, said that the 
chairman had attended two meet- 
ings this spring of the New Eng- 
land School Development Council 
— New England School Library 
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Association Library Study Com- 
mittee. 


*NEW YORK. Margaret T. Rom- 
weber, President, School Libraries 
Section, N.Y.L.A. reported four 
production committees were in ac- 
tion in the state. (1) The Commit- 
tee for International Understand- 
ing has produced three bibliogra- 
phies, the latest one on “Human 
Rights” has recently been distrib- 
uted to 400 section members (2) 
The School Library Workroom 
Planning Committee is considering 
workroom plans for various types 
of school library situations (3) The 
Planning Committee for Elemen- 
tary Libraries is working “to bring 
together from various sources 
those elements which it is believed 
are essential to the best elementary 
school program.” It is now par- 
ticipating in the Study of Elemen- 
tary Libraries instituted by the Re- 
search Division of the N. Y. State 
Education Department. One hun- 
dred and fifty-seven questionnaires 
have been sent to administrators, 
supervisors, superintendents, and 
teachers (4) The most recently ap- 
pointed is the Planning Committee 
for Junior High School Libraries. 
This committee is also partici- 
pating in a Study of Junior High 
School instituted by the Research 
Division of the State Education 
Department. 


OHIO. According to John W. Crea- 
ger, President, the Ohio Associa- 
tion of School Librarians has 341 
members, and a printed directory 
of members listing school and home 
addresses, professional affiliations, 
and including a geographic index. 
A bill providing for a school library 
consultant in the department of 
education has been introduced in 
the State Legislature and is now 
in committee. The association pub- 
lishes a quarterly news letter 
which is circulated to the entire 
membership. The president’s 
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monthly letter is circulated to the 
executive board and committees. 
An outstanding two day annual 
program with comprehensive ex- 
hibits is an attained goal. The third 
annual meeting of the Ohio Stu- 
dent Librarians Association was 
held this year, under the sponsor- 
ship of Geneva Travis, OASL vice 
president and this year’s winner of 
the $100.00 Alber Award for out- 
standing contribution to librarian- 
ship in Ohio. The Recruitment 
Committee plans attractive bro- 
chures for wide distribution un- 
der the Kenth University Library 
School. 


OREGON. Lottie Lee Lamb, Li- 
brarian, Eugene High School, is 
president of the newly formed of- 
ficial professional organization of 
school librarians in Oregon. In June 
1953 the Executive Board of the 
Oregon Education Association rec- 
ognized the group as a Library De- 
partment of the OEA. The Depart- 
ment will provide two meetings 
annually and will encourage county 
workshops throughout the year. 
The group will work closely with 
the Oregon Library Association. 
The Library training program is 
being expanded in the state to meet 
the shortage of trained elementary 
and secondary school librarians. 
The University of Oregon is of- 
fering for the first time this fall 
24 hours in undergraduate library 
courses, and this summer seven 
colleges are. offering limited pro- 
grams of library training. Two 
workshops for school librarians are 
scheduled. With the repeal by the 
1953 State Legislature of the law 
providing for a county library ten 
cents per child for the purchase 
of library books through the state 
library, it is anticipated that local 
districts and county units will be 
forced to make adequate provisions 
for funds to purchase library books 
and for trained personnel to select 
and organize the collection. 
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*TEXAS. Mrs. Grace Scott, Chair- 
man of the Texas Association of 
School Librarians, reported that 
much has been done in her state 
to make school libraries centers for 
recreational reading and for ma- 
terials to enrich the curriculum. 
The number of professionally 
trained librarians is increasing 
along with the number of central- 
ized elementary school libraries. 
Schoci administrators are becom- 
ing more library conscious. Joint 
meetings of librarians and admin- 
istrators mave proved beneficial. 
As a recruitment device the Teen- 
Age Library Association is invalu- 
able. From a modest beginning in 
1949, district meetings under the 
sponsorship of the TLA are held 
annually. Plans are now underway 
for a TALA State Convention in 
1954 with an expected attendance 
of 500 students. 


VIRGINIA. A full course in li- 
brary science is offered in two col- 
leges in the state, and workshops 
for both elementary and high school 
librarians. There are now 418 cer- 
tified librarians in the state. Be- 
ginning with the 1953-54 school 
session, the State Board of Educa- 
tion will require school librarians 
to hold a Collegiate Professional 
Certificate with 18 semester hours 
in library science. Librarians in 
high schools with 200 or more en- 
rollment and elementary schools 
with 300 or more enrollment are 
expected to have 24 hours of li- 
brary science and 6 hours of re- 
lated credit. Librachat, publication 
of the School Libraries Section of 
the Virginia Education Associa- 
tion, is sent to all members of the 
section. The nine school library 
supervisors of Virginia organized 
this spring as a group with Evelyn 
Thornton of Arlington as chair- 
man. The supervisors have offered 
to help prepare revised editions of 
the Library Manual for Public 
Schools and the annual library re- 
port forms. The Elementary Ma- 
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terials Committee is re-evaluating 
all elementary titles on the ap- 
proved list of books for Virginia 
Public Schools. The work is ex- 
pected to be completed by Decem- 
ber 1953. Thirteen Virginia libra- 
rians have served on visiting com- 
mittees to evaluate thirteen high 
schools and 135 have helped in re- 
viewing books for the State-Aid 
Approved Library List. 


WASHINGTON. The Washington 
State School Library Association 
has a membership of 326 according 
to Dora Leavitt, President, 1952- 
53. The state meeting this spring 
was devoted to school library plan- 
ning and included administrators, 
architects, parents, teachers, and 
county superintendents. Two ma- 
jor accomplishments were reported 
by this group: (1) Definite prog- 
ress in the elementary school li- 
brary program as indicated by 
the organization of an elementary 
school library committee to estab- 
lish standards for elementary 
school libraries, a three week work- 
shop planned for the summer of 
1953 on the elementary school li- 
brary, and contact with the Princi- 
pals’ Association with the prospect 
of representation in a discussion 
group at their fall meeting. (2) 
First real contact with the State 
Parent-Teacher Association with 
great prospect of continued sup- 
port. For the first time, the school 
library program has had the official 
support of the organization ex- 
pressed in its platform. The annual 
report from the local PTA Library 
Chairman asked for some under- 
standing of the local school library 
situation. 


WYOMING. School Librarians of 
the state, according to Rose Mary 
Malone, State Assembly member, 
are making slow but appreciable 
progress toward forming a state 
organization. In 1950 the Executive 
Board of the Wyoming Education 
Association arranged for a library 
section meeting, and it was the first 
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time school librarians had gotten 
together. District chairmen have 
been selected for the 1958 WEA 
meeting, since state and district 
meetings alternate, and they will 
plan library programs for their dis- 
tricts and hold office until the state 
meeting in 1954. The State Library 
Association is also encouraging 
membership of school librarians. 
Two issues of Wyoming Roundup, 
the state association publication, 
were devoted to school libraries 
and edited by school librarians. 
There are only about twelve full 
time school librarians in the state 
with some 40 schools being served 
by teacher librarians. Formation 
of a special school librarians asso- 
— must come as a part of the 


CANADA. Jennette McKee, State 
Assembly member, reported many 
interesting facts regarding school 
libraries in Canada. British Co- 
lumbia is still the only Province 
with certification requirements for 
school librarians. British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, New 
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia pro- 
vide summer courses for teachers 
in charge of school libraries. These 
vary in comprehensiveness and 
regularity. Saskatchewan has a 
Provincial Supervisor of School 
Libraries. British Columbia, On- 
tario, and the Protestant School 
Library Organization of Quebec 
are striving to have such a position 
created. In Vancouver, B. C. the 
“pool” system by which books are 
chosen by the school librarian but 
purchased and cataloged by the 
public library has been found sat- 
isfactory in the elementary schools 
and is being extended in part to 
secondary schools. Some other com- 
munities in the Province are adopt- 
ing the same system. The Secon- 
dary school librarians of Vancou- 
ver meet once a month. In Alberta, 
the Coordinator of Cultural Activ- 
ities, an Official of the Department 
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of Economic Affairs, maintains ad- 
visory services for teacher libra- 
rians and with local support has 
set up regional libraries which have 
assisted the schools in promoting 
young people’s reading. In Ontario, 
several cities have very active local 
school and intermediate library as- 
sociations. The Provincial organ- 
ization contributes a section includ- 
ing a booklist to each issue of the 
Ontario Library Review, a quar- 
terly publication. The Department 
of Education, with the collabora- 
tion of a committee of young 
people’s librarians, last year com- 
piled a new book list for junior 
high schools, and this spring they 
issued one for senior grades. Nova 
Scotia reports a growing appreci- 
ation on the part of its teachers of 
the value of the school library. 
Prince Edward Island serves its 
schools through a regional library 
organization under the Depart- 
ment of Education. Canada’s new- 
est Province, Newfoundland, pro- 
vides reading material and films 
for young people through the 
Gosling Memorial Library at St. 
John’s and traveling and regional 
libraries. “Young Canada’s Book 
Week,” inaugurated in 1949 is the 
most successful national project in 
library work with young people. 
Posters and other materials are 
available through the Canadian Li- 
brary Association Headquarters. 


HAWAII. Carolyn Crawford re- 
ported that the secondary school 
librarians and elementary libra- 
rians meet as separate groups each 
month on Oahu. Librarians from 
the other islands join the Hawaii 
Library Association at its fall and 
spring meetings, but are too widely 
separated for more frequent meet- 
ings. The secondary group has be- 
come a section of the Hawaii Li- 
brary Association. The number of 
trained school librarians is grow- 
ing and many new school libraries 
are being established. 
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Book Selection in 
Schools in a Democracy 


Sue Hefley, Supervisor 
Materials Center 
Webster Parish Schools 
Minden, Louisiana 


The school libraries group con- 
sidered the possibility of prepar- 
ing a statement of policy which 
would be called to the attention of 
those concerned with the selection 
of books and other materials for 
school use. It was decided that 
while such a statement is needed, 
it was not to be expected that it 
could be completed within the time 
at the disposal of the group. Ac- 
cordingly the group decided to 
identify certain ideas which might 
be incorporated into such a state- 
ment, to list them, and to submit 
the list to the Executive Board of 
the American Association of School 
Librarians with the suggestion 
that it be considered in the pre- 
paration of any statement of policy 
in this regard which might later 
be developed. 

Resources which were drawn 
upon in identifying and listing 
these ideas were the experiences 
and observations of members of 
the group, the talks which were 
made to the whole conference by 
the seven invited speakers, state- 
ments previously prepared by in- 
dividuals and educational groups; 
statements prepared during this 
conference period by members of 
the school libraries group. 

The following expression was 
the result: 

Liberty is secured and defended 
in the practice of critical thinking. 
To read without critical thinking 
is to abandon freedom of intellect. 

A child has the right to read; 


This report on the conference on _ Intellectual 
Freedom, School Libraries Discussion Group, June 
20-21, 1958, was given by Miss Hefley, Chairman, 
at one of the Board meetings in Los Angeles. 
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he is under the necessity of learn- 
ing to think critically as he reads. 
Education’s responsibility is to 
help him to do so. To this end, 
then, in a school in a democracy, 
and in defense of liberty 

There is no censorship of subject 

There is no censorship of author 

All sides of even controversial 
subjects are represented in ma- 
terials 

In selecting materials 

Responsibility for selection is 
placed as near as possible to the 
point of use — that is, within the 
school 

Reputable lists are helpful in 
selection — they are never the final 
authority 

Planned discussion of books by 
young people is important in the 
whole process of selection 

In a democracy opinions differ 
and after even careful selection, 
choice of materials may on oc- 
casion be questioned. In such a case 

Advance provision for consid- 
ering the criticism is wise 

A committee, previously chosen 
from the school community (which 
includes parents and non-parents 
as well as administrative, teach- 
ing, and student personnel) log- 
ically functions to make the deci- 
sions involved. 


BOOK WEEK AIDS 


If you need book week aids to 
help you in the celebration of Na- 
tional Book Week, November 15-21, 
they are available through the 
Children’s Book Council, 50 West 
53rd Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
The theme this year is again 
“Reading Is Fun.” Posters, book- 
marks and several phonograph rec- 
ords are available. One of the re- 
cordings, Reading is Fun, features 
Ruth Gagliardo describing what 
fun reading has been in her family. 
The other side of this record 
is Frederick Melcher’s delightful 
reading of The King’s Breakfast. 
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Your Privilege and Your Responsibility 


Alice 


The Nominating Committee of 
AASL asks your help and coopera- 
tion in selecting officers for the 
coming year. The offices to be filled 
this year include the Vice Presi- 
dent, Treasurer, Board of Direc- 
tors from Regions 2, 3, 5, and 6, 
and ALA Councilors. Please send 
your recommendations, with bio- 
graphical information if possible, 
to any member of the Nominating 
Committee. Your recommendations 
should be in our hands before the 
ALA Midwinter meeting. 

The Nominating Committee fur- 
ther suggests that the following 
important points be kept in mind 
when recommending candidates for 
— in AASL: 

The candidate should be ex- 
perienced in leadership in lo- 
cal, regional, state, or national 
organizations and be informed 
as to policies and the struc- 
tures of ALA and of AASL. 

2. The candidate should be pro- 
fessionally minded as _ evi- 
denced by his attendance at 
ALA and AASL conferences 
and/or by contributions made 
through committee work in 
AASL. 

3. The candidate should have the 
resources, e.g., financial, re- 
leased time, and clerical help 
— to attend mid-winter and 

_ annual summer conferences 

of ALA. 

4. The candidate should have ex- 
perience in organizational 
technique as demonstrated by 
the ability to delegate author- 
ity and to answer correspon- 
dence promptly. 

5. The candidate should be for- 
ward looking, open minded, 
and objective in professional 
attitude. 
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Lohrer 


6. The candidate should have the 
ability to organize a program, 
maintain good public relations, 
and work well with people. 

7. The candidate should be ar- 
ticulate and be a clear and 
forceful speaker in order to 
represent the Association when 
necessary. 

Further general considerations 
should be given to: 

1. Geographic distribution of the 
officers. 

2. Representation by type of 
school library work — secon- 
dary, elementary, junior high, 
training school. supervisors 
(state, county, city) etc. 

8. Consideration of younger 
members and of new view 
points. 

4. Representation on the widest 
base compatible with efficient 
and experienced leadership. 

Miss Helen Cashman 
68 Arnette Boulevard 
Rochester 11, New York 
Mrs. Florence Pickett Foltz 
1886 South Federal Boulevard 
Denver 19, Colorado 
Miss Mary Love 
Box 918 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Miss Jean Lowrie 
Campus School Library 
Western Michigan College of 
Education 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 
Alice Lohrer, Chairman 
University of Iillinois 
Library School 
Urbana, Illinois 





THE BOOKLIST now prints the 
symbol (W) for each title for 
which Wilson catalog cards are 
available. 





TRAVEL SCHEDULE OF 
THE AASL EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY 


Mrs. DeAngelo will represent 
AASL and will participate in the 
programs of the groups listed be- 
low on the dates indicated. She is 
anxious to render as much service 
as possible while in an area, and 
cordially invites AASL members 
situated along her route, if inter- 
ested, to contact her regarding pos- 
sible stopovers or side trips for 
group meetings or conferences. 
The schedule is as follows: 

1. North Carolina Library Asso- 
ciation, School and Children’s 
Section, Asheville — October 
23, 1953. 

Iowa Association of School Li- 

brarians and Iowa Rural Ele- 
mentary Supervisors, Des 

Moines—November 5-6, 1953. 

3. New Jersey School Librarians 
Association Fall Convention, 
Atlantic City — November 14, 
1953. 

4. Louisiana Education Associa- 
tion, School Librarians and 
English Teachers Sections, La- 
fayette, November 24, 1953. 

5. Milwaukee City Council of 
Parents and Teachers, Mil- 
waukee — March 12, 1954. 

6. Indiana School Librarians As- 
sociation Annual Conference, 
Bloomington — April 9-10, 
1954. 

Previous fall engagements filled 
by Mrs. DeAngelo are listed for 
your information: 

1. Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Stu- 
dent Assistants Group — Last 
week in September, 1953. 


2. Missouri Association of School 
Librarians and Missouri Li- 
brary Association, Kansas 
City — October 1-3, 1953. 

3. Catholic Library Association, 
Illinois Division, Chicago — 
Saturday, October 17, 1953. 


bo 
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TRAVEL POLICY OF 
THE AASL EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY 


The following is a condensed 
statement from the report made at 
the Midwest Conference by Laura 
K. Martin, Chairman of the Travel 
Policies Committee: 

1. Invitations for which full ex- 
penses are paid will be ac- 
cepted or declined on the basis 
of the executive secretary’ s 
time schedule. 

2. Organizations should issue 
their invitations as far in ad- 
vance as possible so that sev- 
eral visits may be made on 
one trip. 

3. The president of AASL should 
represent the Association at 
meetings in her area. 

4. The executive secretary should 
keep the Board informed of 
her travel and publish her 
itinerary in SCHOOL LIBRA- 
RIES. 


5. The executive secretary should 
represent ALA as well as 
AASL at professional meet- 
ings. 

6. When the executive secretary 
is unable to accept an invita- 
tion, she should offer to se- 
cure an AASL speaker for the 
group. 

7. The organization issuing an 
invitation should, whenever 
possible, arrange to meet half 
of the expenses involved. 

The factors noted below are con- 
sidered in making the decision on 
an invitation. These, together with 
the policies set forth above, serve 
as guiding principles in the mat- 
ter of official travel: 

1. The need in the group request- 
ing a visit, or the need in the 
area to be visited. 

2. The amount or kind of help 
that probably could be given. 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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OPERATION COLLECTION 
STARTS ROLLING 


Immediately following the 1953 
mid-winter meetings, the Commit- 
tee on Planning School Library 
Quarters began collecting. Their 
aim is to assemble a combination 
picture, blueprint and facts file 
covering outstanding examples of 
school library planning across the 
country. The collection is now be- 
ing set up at AASL Headquarters 
and is available for loan to archi- 
tects, school officials or librarians. 
It is hoped that this service may 
be used widely by those planning 
new or remodeled library quarters. 

To date the committee has se- 
cured from state, city and county 
school library supervisors in 20 
states complete data on approxi- 
mately 170 new or _ remodeled 
school libraries which are examples 
of good planning. The AASL Head- 
quarters office has a ecard file list- 
ing complete data for the 170 li- 
braries included, giving location, 
enrollment, librarian, superinten- 
dent, architect, seating capacity, 
new or remodeled, company sup- 
plying furniture and equipment, 
the outstanding features and fea- 
tures to avoid. 

Two hundred and twenty-four 
photographs, 48 floor plans, 28 
blueprints, and 52 colored slides 
have been supplied by these li- 
braries. 

Mr. Ray G. Erbes, Jr., Chairman 
of the Committee (Librarian, Reav- 
is High School, Oak Lawn, Illinois) 
urges anyone who knows of a new 
or newly remodeled school library 
to jot the name of the school and 
address on a postal card and mail 
it to him. The committee will write 
the school for further information. 





A limited number of copies of 
the 1953 Annual Conference Sum- 
mary Reports including meetings 
of Pre-Conferences are available 
from ALA Headquarters for $2.00. 
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OUR DAY 
SHE’S IN THAILAND! 


Nancy Jane Day, Supervisor of 
Library Services, South Carolina 
State Department of Education, 
and the recently elected vice-presi- 
dent, president-elect of the AASL, 
has been awarded a Fulbright 
grant as lecturer in library science 
Chulalongkorn University, Bang- 
kok, Thailand. This library train- 
ing program was first started by 
Mrs. Frances Lander Spain as a 
Fulbright grantee in 1951. Besides 
teaching, Miss Day is working with 
groups in Thailand interested in 
development and_ strengthening 
the library program for the nation. 
Several visits with a committee 
studying the problem have already 
been made to libraries in and near 
Bangkok. A work conference is be- 
ing considered for an area outside 
of Bangkok in March after the reg- 
ular session closes at Chulalong- 
korn. 

Miss Day reports that the people 
in Thailand are most friendly, gra- 
cious, and cooperative, and that 
she is finding life there interesting 
and enjoyable. The name of the 
lane on which she lives means 
“Come well, go well.” 





(Continued from Page 22) 

3. The potential benefits to AASL, 
especially in membership pro- 
motion. 

4. The distance and time re- 
quired away from the Head- 
quarters Office. 

5. The cost to AASL, and its re- 
lationship to the financial re- 
sponsibility assumed by the 
group extending the invitation. 

6. The number of people to be 
reached during a trip into an 
area. 

7. The location — whether an 
AASL representative has been 
in the area recently—or ever. 
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TEEN-AGE READING 


Those who attended the AASL 
Breakfast for State Assembly mem- 
bers had the treat of hearing Ver- 
non Ives give his address ‘“Teen- 
Age Reading.” What Mr. Ives had 
to say has significance for every 
school librarian. Luckily the entire 
report is scheduled to appear in the 
October ALA Bulletin, and you are 
invited to read and study it. “Teen- 
Age Reading” is a report based on 
a comprehensive study of reading 
interests and needs of teen-agers. 
It was made in the spring of 
1953 by the Publishers Liason 
Committee. 

The report summarizes informa- 
tion gathered from _ librarians, 
school and public, who work ac- 
tively with young people. Teen- 
agers have certain preferences as 
far as format is concerned, and 
these, including size, length, print, 
binding and illustrations, are dis- 
cussed. The article gives a sum- 
mary of what teen-agers want in 
books in the various fields, such as, 
biography, sport stories, career 
stories and junior novels. 





The Committee of the 50th An- 
niversary of Powered Flight is 
spqgsoring a contest which is open 
to all teachers. The contest pro- 
gram involves the selection of the 
classroom teachers from each state 
who during the year (December 
17, 1952 through December 17, 
1953) have done the best work in 
the preparation and/or use of in- 
structional materials for aviation 
education and awarding to those 
individuals a three-day all-expense 
free air trip to Washington, D. C. 
to attend the Wright Memorial 
50th Anniversary Dinner on De- 
cember 17, 1953. Four awards will 
be made in each state. 

For rules of the contest or free 
copies of pamphlets on aviation 
write the Committee, 1405 G. 
Street, N.W., Washington 5, D. C. 
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SARA JAFFARIAN 
ACCEPTS NEW POSITION 


Miss Sara Jaffarian has been 
named Director of Libraries of the 
Greensboro, North Carolina Public 
Schools, and assumed her new po- 
sition as of August 17th. At the 
time of her appointment to the 
Greensboro position, Miss Jaffarian 
was librarian of the Point Junior 
High School in Quincy, Massachu- 
setts, a position which she has held 
since 1943. 

She received her A.B. degree 
from Bates College, and B.S. de- 
gree from Simmons College and 
has continued work on the graduate 
level at Simmons ‘College and Bos- 
ton University. 

Miss Jaffarian has been active 
in state and regional library asso- 
ciations over a number of years 
and more recently served as Chair- 
man of the Library Committee of 
the New England School Develop- 
ment Council which issued the pub- 
lication entitled EVERY SCHOOL 
NEEDS A LIBRARY in December. 

Since the Mid-Winter meeting 
of A. L. A. in February, 1953. Miss 
Jaffarian has served as Chairman 
of the National Membership Com- 
mittee of AASL. 


(Continued from Page 2) 
that is worthy of sharing with a 
wider field. 

Here are only a few straws in 
the winds of 1953-54! As the year 
develops we shall tell you more of 
our plans, — Midwinter in January 
and the Minneapolis Convention in 
June. In the meantime, what are 
your thoughts on the subject? A 
good organization is strong only 
as it encompasses and uses its mem- 
bership. We need everyone of you! 
So let us hear from you on your 
ideas and suggestions. 








Deadline next issue—November 
10, 1953. Send copy typewritten, 
double-spaced to Sybil Baird, 1477 
North 21st St., Birmingham, Ala- 
bama. 
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